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" Dear Tord, [ ¢ . @beect Sep i il

Thanks for the newsy letter. I felt sure Capte Danko h@d ot
in touch with you by this tine, Perhaps he, has by now, but wil %
my best to pive the details anyhow.

%ill have to add my rcmets in not seeing you while here in LeAs .

‘gxink vhat a shock to bave me walk up and give you a pat on the back
1ile thinking me among the angels, or vise versa. -

I vag surprised to know ¥ou had bothered to carry the camera |
home and the leadar and ;ucx d piven up as lost, The only thing
sent to me was my g otograph album., Thanks for gettlng this much
bae}k. Lom.ng the fi
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.head man at Lavis louthan. 1 mulc'i say it was a break for him,

Now for 'Lha fatal mmsien last ¥ay Bth. A glecmy dag it I
remember right. On or near the I.P. an ex losion end
ship lurched over’'on its sw e and then went in a dive. It must
have been fighters, but I'm not sure. The concussjon threw me from
seat on a 950 cal. bhox and hard apains + the left waist or just to
* the rear of it, I had a nice egfg were my head hit. Fire in the
bomb bay came throuph ke fron a lcw tcroh Blum loft
but quick via_ the left mist 1: couldn't sce him but knew he went.
1 thought Collins follmvc im but was wrong on this. I couldn't
ses for a few seconds and this ‘mipht have been.due to smoke I'm
not sure, I mas in a half sittim poaitmn nn tha floor and a little
dezed whes £ fire g0t D%ete. & and snepped ne ot of 2 i per |
also le g left vaist. sal
out in that c{ean ﬁa that nev: back type chute, I

pade it.

AY D-— Blum and I were bro%gt to% gther shortly after lanﬁm%by the
soldiers and peasants, helped me to a oottape where ;eg
dressed a few spots whers sira ol had hit me., Blum was not hurt.
Tha t *u.?‘h, in a mall vil lngs i1 and the next morning by truek

to Campalu aud the Jjail. house therse "03d Faithful" ‘blew up
before I pulled my rip cord, and I saw only two chutes besides my
og.ﬁedlgm and % w%fe b,gtth ﬁrmf.isﬂ?d tg rgn into Datoo%hi;.avens

\ are, Mg thought all o en dea

fiousnt Collins had been m the ad chute and the mtives had led

is to belicve he died in la m§ The third men had Yeen Stevens,
while Bed and Dan®o were blown free of the ship when it went fo
pieces, and pulled their rip cords just before hitting the pround .

Red Buscmrd had & 6" rash on his head and & sprained hand ,
Danko a gash on his shin, &nd otevena who left via the top batoh
bruises and torn clothes.

Dankomemi saw Collins end Pote and the ball eunner and tha
navipator, all of them dead, The bombardier's chute was fourd n

but no m.gn of him, I still feel bad about Pete and Lcllina.
Iﬂuuld have been good to have them make it.

fresh air.
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lm was rmlly a blow, the reat I d:tdn't mnd g0
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Charlotte, a i'mend in Tug son m'at and sald Lol. Hunn was now
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In jail over night there, and at five AM, by train to. Bucha~
rests The Germans walked through our cap and stared while a few
talked and gave us ciparettes, - The Jerrys were really thick, and
po Weren't sure then whether the; would teke us over or not. At {
five P.M., aftor stoppine for 15 A+A.Fy raids, we stopped outside !
the marshalline yards. They were a mgas of debris and twisted rails; f
ete, A real job of borbing there - a renl mess,

They walked us from here for s mile or so aﬁd the day hefore E
apre 16,CCO people had been killed and many of'the fine§.g%mes. ' i
destroyed, The poople were most unkind, cuesing and sp tting and

shak;ng their fists at us., fa were gkaé for the guards, .

LA truck and ride around the bombed parts of the city with
people still ﬁi%fiﬁ? in the ruins; the guards made us look at the
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wreckege, Fina 0 the Kings Garrison where they searched us |
again and locke RE usJup’inngtank, After fourkwgaka,here‘ ! R
sent to the hospital, mg foot had a hole amd chunk of metal in it 1
gncé vag bad énfggted 7 t&xia timg. bi?hé.la'i? the}tiospi:c&% we lga&

sveral rough bom 8 anu 1 mean bombs dropn all aro us

the 15th during the oy ooq S Inglish at night, e mons1 oy

in the former crazy ward with heavy bars on the windows and puards
all around. ¥Ws would orawl under the beds to escape flying plass
and such and sweat, ¥ 2 :

. The bombs elattering and vhistling end the buildings shaking-
as if poing to pieces and hombs exploding with the ripping and
tearing noise of the hits is really hell, I%'s as though all the
hate and -revenge in the world was engulfing you, Yes you sweat
and pray like never before, e

vhile in the hospital the officers and Enlisted Yen were
separated, The officers g ing to a former girl's sehool and the
Elfs moved to the hoapita .area. They built a barbed wire stoclk-
ade around the hospital building we were in amd one amaller one, | ]
and used for our dormit ries, e were here until the end of the : !
P.0.%, (prisoner of Vap daya, : :

I vas released fromthe hospital on the last of July and started
planning on escaps th~aeveralpother chaps, I stillth§e a scale
map I drew but neverhad to use,

After the semration, from wat I heard, the officers mnd i1
fairly decent food and also credits, and were abls to buy ciparettes [
and pastry, which helped them a lot, |4

The EJ, had 1 slice bread, sour, for breakfast, a cup of vhat ‘
they called tea; it was warm at least, For lunch soup and breaft, er a0 1
and the some for dinner, It was most%g onion fop or string bean’ ,
saug. I was hungry all the time and e soup was just en appetizer
or teaser, ,
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. until after mgtreleasa from thegho%?i 3 f pyas tutat d
tough ena up. e 0 wt, Rumania o ed,
c+ e u@' N nig oap a :

%{' ship they hed into this and raised g lenty

base ‘and bed, this ml

‘I’he bombing wa o quite freguent and F s the mrst featura ct‘

oy e ; @fms Wil Bl
. 8w two she

kept hid during th§ day; ﬂziga helpeci aelgt. .m' o s

The first few woeks Danko and Stavens and Blum sold: thair G.I. ‘

; watches, and we were able to get bread and salami and cigarettes.

This also elgﬁd a lot thens From the hospital on. I asmoked butts whén
I could f em, or rolled tochoo fmm Butta in paper out aize
from old baga and suche :

Hy foot gave me tmuble and kept ma frem %gttin% arcund toc woll
was several

) lﬂzi:.am fﬁrﬁzaeaaa&nd
nights wit‘hout alee or food during tha bomb n " egery nd

e vhole’arsa wera protty well razed m. = alit“‘t‘féno ea"would

 buckle and seem to he nanng in, end then for some reaaon mgth

back lace again, s cn near hi s of 25 t 4 away @
the bombf ng they wara the oity and W ‘Iggg %
guns go ng and 8h psstfa ng a.nd eni ers all throuph ths ‘it kept ns
? y much on our toes. 0 of us, evacuated the boys from
he hospital during this an& uea duora for'stretchers, We took
thenm to the 3d fl.or of a building of omorete ani under oons tmation

~but used for an eir raid s eltar. i b

On the 27th, I believe wa were takan by truck to a oamp eutaide :
the city and from there to \on the 3lst - a real thrill
fo see the P-5ls and P=38s buzzi eld and the B-17s landing to

pick us u greatest thrill ms setting foot on the Bari Fiel »
after lan ing eres

R's midnight and I'm oinf for some doffega agg mﬂ;e%h gacktgooéhe

t dh PO ;iere n wen see youl'll give
ﬁggﬁ?fﬁ?? inamatayou frotably MGEN oan - read of my weitings

My best wiahes to Hra. Ford and luck {n you, AN
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